BY-LAWS OF “SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA REGION, SCCA, INC.”

ARTICLE I

NAME, PURPOSE AND EMBLEM

SECTION 1.


NAME:  The name of the Club shall be THE SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA REGION, SPORT CAR CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.

SECTION 2.


PURPOSE: The purpose of this Corporation is to promote the social welfare of the community primarily through the promotion of national and international amateur sports competition through promoting an interest in owning and operating sports cars, the participation in and conduct of competitive events, education, and cooperation with similar groups in the United States and foreign countries and, thereby, to further in some way the common good and general welfare of the people of the community.

SECTION 3.


EMBLEM:  The Club emblem shall be a round silver badge with the State of Louisiana outline in red in the center.  In the lower left corner of the State, the Southwest Louisiana Region is cross-hatched in red.  On the outer periphery of the badge across the top, to be lettered in red, Southwest Louisiana Region, and on the bottom, SCCA.  Lettering to be bordered by two red circles one within the other.


THE CORPORATE SEAL: The Corporate Seal shall be circular in form, being inscribed with the name of the Club, the year of its incorporation, and the word, “Louisiana”.  The Secretary, with the approval of the Regional Executive or Treasurer, may change the form of the seal at any time.

ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

SECTION 1.


ORIGINAL MEMBERS: All members in good standing of the unincorporated Southwest Louisiana Region of the Sports Car Club of America shall constitute the original membership of the Club.

SECTION 2.


FUTURE MEMBERS: Membership in the Club shall be restricted to members of the Sports Car Club of America.  Applications shall be forwarded to the Membership Chairman for approval, then forwarded to National Sports Car Club of America Headquarters for final approval.

SECTION 3.


DUES: The annual dues shall be established each year by vote of the Members at the annual meeting, and shall be payable upon billing by the National Sports Car Club of America.

SECTION 4.


EXPULSION: Any member may be suspended until the next annual meeting for infraction of the Club rules by vote of a majority of the officers of the Club or for other cause if a majority of the officers shall deem such suspension in the best interest of the Club.  Upon such suspension, the member shall be so informed in writing and shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard thereon.


Any member suspended as provided above may be presented at the next annual meeting for expulsion and shall be expelled if a majority of the members present and voting vote to expel him.  The vote shall be by a secret ballot.

SECTION 5.


RESIGNATION: Any member may resign by directing a letter of resignation to the Secretary.  The resignation shall be effective on receipt, provided all indebtedness to the Club is paid.

ARTICLE III

MEETING OF THE MEMBERS

SECTION 1.


ANNUAL MEETINGS: The annual meeting of the membership shall be held during September of each year for the election of officers and committees, and such other business which lawfully may come before the meeting.  A slate of officers shall be nominated at the August meeting, of the membership.  Absentee voting will be allowed as set forth in Article III, Section 5.

SECTION 2.


SPECIAL MEETINGS: Special meetings of the members may be called by the Regional Executive, or by a majority of the officers.

SECTION 3.


NOTICE OF MEETINGS: A written or printed notice stating the place, day, hour, and purpose of any meeting of the members, including special meetings, shall be given by the Secretary not less than 5 days nor more than 14 days before such meetings to each member, by mail postpaid to the address appearing on the record of the Club.  

SECTION 4.


At all meetings of the members, 50% of the members in good standing shall constitute a quorum.  If Section 3, Article III, has been complied with, then the members present shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION 5.


All actions except Amendment of the Articles of Association and Amendment of the Bylaws shall be by majority of those present, and those voting absentee.  Ballots will be furnished to those members who will be unable to attend the September meeting of the Membership.  Absentee ballots must be mailed and in the hands of the Secretary before the September General Membership Meeting, in order to count.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

SECTION 1.


The elected officers of the Club shall be a Regional Executive, Assistant Regional Executive, Secretary, Treasurer, Activities Chairman, Competition Board Chairman, Publicity Chairman, Membership Chairman, and the Director at Large.  They shall server for one (1) year, or until their successors are elected and qualified.

SECTION 2.


The above named officers duly elected at the annual meeting shall constitute the Board of Directors of the Club with all the powers of Directors.

SECTION 3.


In case a vacancy shall occur in any of said offices, the Board of Directors may select a person to fill the said vacancy until the next annual meeting.

ARTICLE V

DUTIES OF ELECTED OFFICERS

SECTION 1.


DUTIES OF REGIONAL EXECUTIVE AND ASSISTANT REGIONAL EXECUTIVE: The Regional Executive shall preside at all meetings of the members and officers and shall perform the duties usually appertaining to this office.  The Regional Executive may call special meetings of the members under provisions of ARTICLE III, Section 2.  The Regional Executive shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Club.  The Regional Executive shall have the Club’s Corporate Seal and Club Charter.


In the absence of the Regional Executive or in the case of death, resignation or inability to act, the duties usually appertaining to that office shall be performed by the Assistant Regional Executive.  The Assistant Regional Executive will function as the pointskeeper for Wheel Award Points.

SECTION 2.


DUTIES OF SECRETARY: The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the members and officers and shall record all minutes and votes in a book kept for that purpose.  The Secretary shall keep an up-to-date roll of all Club members.  The Secretary shall give all notices of meetings of the members required by law or these By-Laws and shall perform all duties, incident to the office, required by the law or by the majority of the majority of the officers.


In the absence of the Secretary from any of said meetings, a Secretary protempere shall be chosen by the presiding officer.

SECTION 3.


DUTIES OF THE TREASURER: The Treasurer shall, subject to such conditions and restrictions as may be made by the officers, have custody of all monies, debts, obligations, belonging to the Club.  The Treasurer shall receive all monies of the Club and deposit same in the Club account.  The Treasurer shall make all payments of Club debts.  All contracts, checks, drafts, notes or other orders for payments of money shall be signed in the name of the Club by the Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall give bond, at Club expense, if required by the officers.  The Treasurer shall give a report on the financial status of the Club at the Annual Meeting, and if so requested, at any other meeting of the officers.  No obligation, debt or other liability shall be incurred by the Treasurer, without the specific prior approval of the majority of the officers.


A majority of the officers may appoint an Assistant Treasurer to act in the absence or incapacity of the Treasurer.

SECTION 4.


DUTIES OF THE ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN: It shall be the duty of the Activities Chairman to arrange all meets for the year.  He shall also prepare a calendar of events for the year.


It shall be an objective of the Activities Chairman to provide events at each meet for as many of the approved classes of cars owned by members of the Club as possible.


The Activities Chairman shall arrange prizes and awards in a manner to provide equal treatment for all classes.


The Activities Chairman shall determine the eligibility of cars for registration in the various classes recognized by the Club and to accept or reject cars as they are offered by members for such registration.


The Activities Chairman shall establish rules for the conduct of all Club events and set forth in published form for distribution to the members.


The Activities Chairman shall provide for careful inspection and determination of the road worthiness of all cars entered for events and to accept or reject said cars according to their condition with particular emphasis on the needs of safety.


The Activities Chairman shall regulate and control the drivers of cars entered in Club events.

SECTION 5.


DUTIES OF COMPETITION BOARD CHAIRMAN: It will be the duty of the Competition Board Chairman to transmit the competition license applications of its members to the Club Headquarters for the issuance of licenses.  It will also be the duty of the Competition Board Chairman to have all necessary log books, novice permits, and vehicle log books.


The Regional Competition Board Chairman is the liaison between the National Competition Board and the individual member.  All applications for the Competition licenses pass through the hand of the Competition Board Chairman, and this person is directly responsible for the caliber of drivers competing in SCCA events.  The Competition Board Chairman also serves as contact between the Region and the Nation Competition Board on matters of rules, interpretations, and recommendations for future rules or modification of those existing.  The Competition Board Chairman is, in short, the Competition Board on the local level.

SECTION 6.


DUTIES OF THE PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN: The Publicity Chairman plans and develops publicity, local or national as needed, writing stories and taking pictures for publication in newspapers, magazines, or through other media, such as radio and television.

SECTION 7.


DUTIES OF DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE: The Director at Large shall function as a member of the Board of Directors and any such duties as assigned to him.

ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES: The Regional Executive shall appoint such committees as finds desirable, from time to time, and shall outline the duties and responsibilities of such committees.  All reports or motions taken by a committee must be voted on by a majority of the entire committee.

ARTICLE VII

FISCAL YEAR


The fiscal year of the Club shall be from the first day of December in each year until the last day of November in each following year.

ARTICLE VIII

PERSONAL LIABILITY


All persons or corporations extending credit to, contracting with, or having any claim against the corporation or the officers shall look only to the funds and property of the corporation for payment of any such contract or claim or for the payment of any debt, damage, judgment, or decree, or any other money that may otherwise become due or payable to them from the corporation or the officers, so that neither the members of the corporation nor the officers, present or future, shall be personally liable therefor.

ARTICLE IX

AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION AND BY-LAWS


The Officers of the Club or 25% of the members in good standing, by written petitions submitted to the Secretary, may propose an amendment to the Articles of Association or the By-Laws.  Upon such proposal being made, a copy thereof shall be included in the notice of the next meeting of the members, together with a ballot upon which members may vote for or against said proposal.  If two-thirds of the members voting vote in favor of the proposal, either by ballot or in person at the meeting, the proposed amendment shall thereby by approved and adopted.

ADDENDUM

ANNUAL AWARDS

SECTION 1.


REGIONAL CLUB RACING AWARDS: Achievement awards for Race Driver of the Year and Rookie Race Driver of the Year will be presented at the annual awards party.  The Rookie Race Driver of the Year award will be know as the Bruce Brown Memorial Award.  The recipients will be selected by the Regional Executive, or a committee appointed by the Regional Executive.

SECTION 2.


REGIONAL SOLO II AWARDS: Achievement awards for Open Class Driver of the Year, Ladies Class Driver of the Year, and Rookie Driver of the Year will be presented at the annual awards party.  The recipients will be selected by a committee appointed by the Activities Chairman.  Guidelines for recipient selection are published in the SOWELA Region Activities Chairman manual.

SECTION 3.


GENERAL AWARDS: The general awards are presented at the annual awards party.


The Wheel Awards will be awarded based on participation points earned during the year.  The Assistant Regional Executive is the pointskeeper for these points.  The first place Wheel Award will be known as the Zeke Zirkle Memorial Award.


The Regional Executive Award is a personal achievement award made to an individual member or group of members for service to the club “above and beyond the call of duty”.  The recipient selection is made by the Regional Executive.


The C.C. Crawfish Award is very similar to the Regional Executive Award.  It is awarded if there are additional members or groups of members deserving recognition for outstanding service to the club.
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