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! ! !  NOTICE  ! ! ! 
The March Spinout press deadline is: 

February 29th 

February General Meeting 
February 9th 

Dinner @ 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting @ 8:00 p.m. 

at 

Hong Kong Restaurant  
 

629 West Prien Lake Road  
Lake Charles, La.  70601 

Phone:  337-477-3000 



2012 SoWeLa Region Officers 
Regional Executive 

 
Jeremy Suydam 
209 Gilmore Rd. 

Lake Charles, La.  70611 
 

(H) 337-855-4759 

Assistant Regional Executive 
 

Bill Browne 
2309 Guillory St. 

 Westlake, La.  70669 
 

(H) 337-513-2060  
 
 

w.browne@att.net 

Activities Chairman 
 

Rob Snider 
1903 Canal St. 

Nederland, Tx.  77627 
 

(H) 409-727-0158 
(W) 409-749-3464 

 
r33rob@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary 
 

Leon Ledoux 
943 S. Tamela  

Lake Charles, La.  70605 
 

(H) 337-478-5347 
(W) 337-583-2901 

 
 lmledoux@suddenlink.net 

lledoux@camtel.net 

Treasurer/Editor 
 

Jim Veillon 
521 N. 4th St. 

Eunice, La.  70535 
 

(H) 337-457-1229 
(W) 337-550-1226 

 
 jim_veillon@charter.net 

Publicity/Membership 
 

Don Breaux 
1901 Plantation Dr. 

Lake Charles, La.  70605 
 

(H) 337-475-2800 
(W) 337-478-0776 

 
 

dbreaux@donscarwash.net 

Competition Board 
 

Mike Rogers 
P.O. Box 1154 

Nederland, Tx  77627 
 

(H) 832-279-0187  
 
 

day150x@gt.rr.com 

Director @ Large 
 

Leon Ledoux 
943 S. Tamela  

Lake Charles, La.  70605 
 

(H) 337-478-5347 
(W) 337-583-2901 

 
 lmledoux@suddenlink.net 

lledoux@camtel.net 

RE Report, 
 
 
        Well all, it is 2012 and the world is going to end at in December. That is going to 
be our new drive for membership and racing promotions. Get in while you still can. 
Race every race you can find before the calendar runs out. Just kidding, this just 
means we have to write our own calendar from now own.  
 
I would like to start off my new position by thanking the old RE and all the staff for 
keeping this club going all these years. I have enjoyed the past few years and look for-
ward to many more. I hope to give Bill a break before putting him back in this posi-
tion for 3 more years.  
 
I am open to any suggestions and pointing out any/many of my short comings during 
my term. I hope that I can help this club out with some new ideas. Looking forward to 
this years going on's.  
 
 
 
Jeremy Suydam 



                                       SECRETARY REPORT December, 2011   
 
The December, 2011 General Membership Meeting was held at Hong Kong Restaurant on    
Thursday, December 8, 2011. The following were in attendance: Bill Browne- R.E., 
Leon LeDoux- Sec., Jim Veillon-Treas., Rob Snider- SOLO chairman, and Mike  
Rogers-Competition Chairman.    
     The meeting was called to order by Regional Executive Bill Browne at 8:00 PM  
SECRETARY’S REPORT- Mike Rogers made a motion to accept the November minutes 
published in the Spinout. Seconded by Jim Veillon.  Motion passed 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jim Veillon reported an account balance of $4,818.84. Only the
Website-use cost and timer fan motor cost remain unpaid. Motion to accept-Rob Snider,
seconded by Mike Rogers. Motion passed.   
 MEMBERSHIP/PUBLICITY: Rob Snider and Leon LeDoux  
        1). None done now that season is over. 
        3). SoWeLa now has 55 members. Off the roll is Lewis Broussard.  
 SOLO ACTIVITIES:  Rob Snider reported:   
        1). On Sunday, November 13th. the last event of the season was held at Burton with 21 
entries. No rain!!  Jared Bell’s dad took a number of pictures at the event and. We will try to 
acquire some of the pictures for the Spinout and Website..    
        2).  A National Tour will be hosted by Texas Region at Riverside Airport in College Station
on March 16, 17, and 18th, 2012. The concrete-surfaced facility is in good condition and has 
wide runways and aprons for hosting a large event. 
        3). SCCA approved a box-stock, 250cc, 4 stroke shifter motor for SOLO. This motor will 
run against 125cc Shifters (the class now called KM (kart modified)) .  
CLUB RACING REPORT:  Mike Rogers:          
         1).Only race was at Texas World Speedway, a  Enduro/Regional with SoWeLa member 
Dennis Robertson running the Regional portion. Mike worked the 32 car Enduro and the 45 car 
Sunday Regional race.   
         2).In the SCCA National fasttrack SCCA is considering a Pilot program for 2012 with 6 
events in the Southwest, Midwest, and Rocky Mountain Divisions. The purpose is to put more 
emphasis on publicizing road racing and the event.  Nationwide, 8 of 32 road racing classes do 
not meet the 2.5 car average per event rule. Discussed was how multiple classes could be 
collapsed into a more compact class structure.  
        3). Next race is in February, 2012 at Motorsport Ranch of Houston.     
OLD BUSINESS   
          1). The Awards Social will be at the LaQuinta in Lake Charles on January 21st. with a 
$10/person fee, kids under 16 free. Attendance for 25 is planned with different members being 
responsible for food and drinks. Two notices will be sent out to encourage attendance. 
 NEW BUSINESS:    
          1). A motion was made to give Burton Coliseum $25 Gift Certificates as appreciation for 
use of the facility during the year. Motion Passed.   Jeremy to check to see if Chennault can 
receive such indirect compensation.  
          2). SCCA National sent more information about attending the National Convention 
ADJOURN- Motion was made by Jim Veillon, seconded by Mike Rogers.  Motion accepted  
                                   



2012 SoWeLa Autocross Schedule 

Solo National Tour  
SoWeLa Regional # 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 16-18th   
March 25th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Station, TX 
Burton Coliseum, L.C. 
 
 
 

SOWELA REGION SOLO SERIES POINTS RULES 
 
1. Points will be scored on the basis of finish in class: 
 
 1st – 12 points  4th – 6 points   7th – 3 points 
 2nd – 9 points 5th – 5 points 8th – 2 points 
 3rd –  7 points 6th – 4 points 9th & lower – 1 point 
 
 Full points will be awarded regardless of number of drivers in class, except one driver class 
 (after bumping) will receive 2nd place points.  Drivers scored as DNF will be awarded one  
 point.  Drivers scored as DNS will be awarded no points. 
 
2.  All SOWELA Regional Solo Events, plus CENLA TLAC event, will count for Regional Series 
 Points. 
 
3. A driver must actively participate in at least half (50%) of the Regional Points Events to qualify to 
 receive a year-end award. 
 
4. A driver who is bumped will receive points in his original class, not the class to which he was 
 bumped.  A driver will not be bumped out of category for regional points. 
 
5. New members will be awarded points retroactive for one calendar event. 
 
6. For ladies competing in the Open Classes: It is suggested that you compete in the Ladies 
 Classes at TLAC Events to maximize club point production.  You will be awarded SOWELA  
 Regional Series points in the appropriate Open Class, based on official event results. 
 
7. A qualifying driver will receive only one Regional Solo Series Class Trophy at year end.  If a 
 driver has won multiple classes, the multiple classes will be listed on a single trophy. 
 
                                                               Revised 11-29-08 



Scott Coleman, longtime SoWeLa Members in the 70’ and 80’s passed away 
recently. Scott drove while his wife Pat handled Race Control. In 1989 they sold 
their Beaumont home and other possessions and moved to Ireland. After Pat passed
away Scott moved back to Arkansas with his daughter. He was able to attend our 
50th anniversary party in 2009 and renew old friendships. Scott made up a 
memorable part of SoWeLa’s Road Racing history that occurred at Chennault.    

SOWELA REGION
2011 DRIVER AWARDS 

 
      Solo II Rookie Driver of the Year:      not awarded 
     Solo II Ladies Driver of the Year:      not awarded 
     Solo II Open Driver of the Year:      Leon Ledoux 
     Road Race Rookie Driver of the Year:    not awarded 
     Road Race Driver of the Year:      Mike Rogers 

    SoWeLa 2011 Solo Trophy Winners 
 
Don Breaux                      A Street Prepared 
Mark Perkins                    Street Touring R 
Jim Veillon                       Street Touring U 
Bob Evenson                    E Prepared 
Leon Ledoux                    B Modified 
Rob Snider                       C Modified 
Bill Browne                      F Modified 
Shea Fogleman                 Formula 125 
Logan Breaux                   Formula Junior B 
 



Southwest Division Club Racing will start in February for the 2012 part of the season, we have three regional races down and the 
national season will start at MSRH with the Houston Region Hoedown on Feb 25-26. This will be the now-normal rational format with 
regional and national races running concurrent both days. In theory, the regional racers get a national length race for a regional entry, 
but usually the race length is shortened because it’s too cold, or too hot, or too wet, or just too boring. One of the complaints has been
not enough track time, but when the weather is bad or the turnout poor, it’s easy to shorten the race sessions to try to just get it over. 

Houston Region has picked up traditional dates that challenge the weather steward. The February race can be either cold or wet or 
both and the August date, Labor Day for 2012, can be hot or wet or both. The last couple of years, the turnouts have not been that good
for these two dates; lots of racers have waited for the March event at TWS to start their season. This year Houston Region has doubled 
down on their misfortune by scheduling the same weekend as a CVAR vintage race at TWS and jacking the entry fees again. CVAR at 
TWS will draw down only a handful of entries, but the big effect will be the worker pool. The north and central Texas workers will go to
CVAR and even a lot of Houston workers can get to TWS as quick as MSRH. Then there is the issue of entry fees. Every year, Houston 
Region seems to lead the entry fee run-up. This has caused a lot of friction from the Houston Region drivers that were promised a
break in entry fees by partnering with MSRH and can’t see where the advantage went. 

I can look back at racing costs over the last few years and the whole structure of the cost of racing is changing. For many years, three
costs dominated the price of racing for me - tires, travel costs, and entry fees were about equal shares of 80 to 90% and everything else 
was 10 to 20%. Now, tires have not gone up much lately and travel costs are soaring with gas and motel rooms taking a big jump each
year. But the biggest change is in entry fees, they seem to go up $100 to $150 per event every year. In 2012, travel and entry fees look
like they may go from what was 60% in the past to 75% of a larger number each year. When tires and engine rebuilds are less than a
third of the cost to race it changes how you look at the whole perspective. 

I’ll also throw in my two cents on the new ‘Master’s Program’ announced by SCCA. This is a trial set up for SowDiv, MidDiv and RMDiv
that seems to indicate that SCCA is at least willing to try a different structure for National Racing. For the last several years, SCCA has 
tried to build the sagging ranks of national race entries by throwing in several new classes to try to attract more participation. My opinion
has been that this is a self-defeating way to build national racing. I don’t see any more drivers going to the Runoffs in 28 or 30 classes
than there were with 22 classes back in 1985. What you have is smaller turnouts in each class, 15 or 20 cars instead of 25 or 30 cars in
most of the classes. All that was accomplished was diluting the field with no apparent expansion of participation. 

It doesn’t take a genius to see the names at the top of the grid in the new classes are mostly the names that were at the top of the grids
before in established classes. So now the new trial program is formatted to provide more value for the ten classes that provide 70% of
the national race entries instead of trying to mess any more with the fifteen or twenty classes that only provide an average of one or two 
percent of the entries each. My position all along has been that fewer, stronger classes provide better racing than too many weak 
classes. If I was dictator, there would be about eight national classes and all the run-what-you-brung folks would run regional races. If 
there were break-out classes like Spec Miata, they could be moved up. A side note, SM might not have broken out like it did under my 
system, but I doubt the number of national racers would have suffered from that. 

Anyway, the Masters Program has one race weekend in each of the three divisions that is called a Super Tour National, encouraging a 
big turnout in all the national classes and one race weekend in each division with only the top ten classes spotlighted called an 
Invitational. It will be interesting to see how many drivers will vote with their pocketbook and support the Invitationals. One interesting 
bit, running the three Invitationals, six races, includes automatic qualification for the Runoffs, that’s the only three weekends you need 
to run to qualify. For 2012, it is TMS, Heartland Park and Pueblo. I’m not really in love with any of the three tracks, nor am I planning to 
go to the Runoffs as long as it’s at Road America. But I do feel I need to consider supporting what I feel is a positive step to enhance
SCCA national racing by a focused method to reduce the number of national classes by making it attractive to really race to win a
national race. 

The drawback in this is that the results will be reviewed by the SCCA Board of Directors and then the Masters Program could be 
continued another year as a test in the ‘small’ divisions, or expanded in some way to the coasts, or dropped and go back to hoping that 
more classes in national racing will attract more drivers. I have no faith in the Board’s ability to take any level of criticism. As soon as 
some of the vocal drivers who wish to continue to ‘win’ races in their semi-nonexistent classes start to whine, the experiment will be 
over way too soon.  

The whole business of the 2.5 Rule was to get rid of the under-subscribed classes in national racing, but the Board didn’t want to ‘hurt 
large numbers of drivers whose classes might be affected’. One, the reason the class would be affected is there are not a large number 
of drivers in it, some national classes have less than twenty different entrants nationwide – in nine divisions. Two, many of these 
classes are merely permutations on an existing class that would benefit from the consolidation into fewer classes. The Board has
‘suspended’ the 2.5 Rule pending what must be some assumption of their learning something from the Masters Program. All this has 
done is guarantee that no decisions will have to be made during the current term of the existing Board, thus my lack of faith. 

Last thing, a quick SowDiv schedule change notice. The Double Rational scheduled for April at Eagle’s Canyon has been moved to
July. Since I missed the Divisional Meeting in January, I don’t really know what caused it, maybe ECR has some maintenance work
under way or there was some other unavoidable conflict. Whatever, July is not nearly as favorable a time to race in north Texas as April 
and we will have to see what happens to the turnout. 





PERSONAL WANT-ADS ARE RUN FREE OF CHARGE TO SCCA MEMBERS.  MAIL 
YOUR ADS TO JIM VEILLON, 520 N. 4TH ST. , EUNICE, LA.  70535 

For Sale 

 
2003 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution VIII 

Lightning Yellow, 60k miles, K&N flat panel filter, muffler delete pipe. 
SoWeLa and TLAC STU champion and 7 1/2 year daily driver. 

Almost new Kuhmo Ecsta MX tires. 
Asking $ 16,000 

Jim Veillon at 337-457-1229, 337-580-9604 or jim_veillon@charter.net 

For Sale 
Miata  

Jackson Racing stainless steel headers and stainless steel catback exhaust.  JR matched front and rear swaybars.  Racing 
Beat Adjustable swaybar ends. KYB AGX adjustable shocks all around.  Coil over adjustable springs.  Cobalt style roll 
bar color keyed to car.  Performance rear chassis brace.  New pressure plate, throw out bearing, and slave cylinder.  Hard 
dog trailer hitch.  Jackson Racing cold air induction system.  New brakes, new timing belt.  New convertible top.  New 
racing seats and racing seat belts, New tires.   
Custom paint job. 
 
Kuhmo V700 215/50 X 13 racing tires, 13 X 7 steel wheels. 
Very nice daily driver or autocross car.    $ 3,500.00 Negotiable. 
 
Call Lee Doucet at 337-257-4699. 

For Sale 
 

Two (2) 1982 Spec RX7's Road Race Ready, roll cages, fire supression, etc.,  
Offers Considered,  
Tom and Joy Cates, 337-802-5276 Cell,  
337-217-0533 Home after 6:00 p.m. and 337-439-2111 Work.   


